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ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OPPICER  OP  HELlLTH 
for  the  year  1949° 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE . 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances 
of  the  Godstone  Rural  District  in  the  year  1949. 

The  Report  is  drawn  up  generally  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  is  confined  to  a brief 
statement  of  the  work  performed  by  the  Public  Health  Services  of 
the  area  in  the  year  under  review.  For  ease  of  reference,  the 
required  information  is  presented  mainly  in  tabular  form. 

There  was  no  cause  of  sickness  or  invalidity  that  was 
especially  noteworthy  in  the  area  during  the  year.  Cases  of  scarlet 
fever  and  measles  were  somewhat  more  numerous  than  in  1948,  but  did 
not  exceed  the  annual  average  for  the  preceding  ten  years.  Acute 
poliomyelitis,  diphtheria  and  cerebro- spinal  fever,  though  not  unduly 
prevalent,  were  associated  with  relatively  high  mortality.  On  the 
basis  of  the  information  given  in  Table  this  would  appear  to  apply 
also  to  pneumonia,  but  it  should  be  noted  that  many  of  the  deaths 
ascribed  to  this  cause  were  due  to  non-notif iabie  forms  of  the  disease, 
such  as  hypostatic  congestion  occurring  as  a terminal  condition  in 
elderly  [persons.  The  mortality  rate  in  this  instance  is  not, 
therefore,  truly  represented  by  the  ratio  of  deaths  to  notified 
cases;  in  fact,  the  mortality  from  notifiable  forms  of  pneumonia 
was  remarkably  low,  no  doubt  reflecting  the  efficacy  of  modern 
methods  of  treatment.  The  incidence  and  mortality  rates  for  other 
acute  infections  compare  very  favourably  with  those  recorded  for  the 
country  as  a whole  and  are  generally  lower  than  those  usually 
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experienced  in  the  G-odstone  Rural  District.  The  complete  absence 
of  fevers  of  the  enteric  group  and  of  food  poisoning  is  worthy  of 
special  note.  Respiratory  forms  of  tuberculosis  did  not  exhibit 
significant  increase  in  prevalence,  though  the  incidence  yras 
relative^'  higher  amongst  males  of  middle  age;  the  number  of 
non-re spiratory  cases  reported  was  by  far  the  lowest  in  recent 
years. 

The  statistical  particulars  for  the  year  are  not  greatly 
at  variance  with  any  recently  recorded,  nor  with  those  for  sanitary 
districts  of  comparable  size.  There  was  a further  decline  in  the 
birth  rate  to  14.3  per  1,000  of  the  population,  which  is  the  lowest 
observed  since  the  war-time  increase  became  apparent  in  1941 » The 
decline  was  not  accompanied  by  a corresponding  reduction  in  the 
proportion  of  infants  registered  as  still-born,  nor  of  those  who 
failed  to  survive  the  first  year.  The  latter  represented  an 
infant  mortality  rate  of  32  per  1,000  live  births,  as  compared  with 
20  in  1948,  and  an  annual  average  of  43  for  the  preceding  ten  years. 

The  crude  death  rate  of  11„7  is  the  same  as  that  for 
England  and  Wales  and  is  not  unf avourablc  for  a community  with  an 
age  group  constitution  such  as  that  of  the  Rural  District,  The 
numbers  of  deaths  assigned  to  specified  causes  do  not  indicate 
unusual  or  excessive  mortality  from  any  particular  causo  cr  sig- 
nificant association  with  any  special  conditions  of  occupation  or 
environment.  Roughly  30  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths  from  all 
causes  were  attributed  to  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory 
system,  (including  degenerative  affections  of  the  blood  vessels 
of  the  brain)  in  most  instances  occurring  in  association  with 
senility,  compared  with  40  per  cent  in  1948.  Influenza,  infantile 
gastro-enteritis  and  non- tuberculous  affections  of  the  lungs  also 
made  slightly  more  than  their  usual  contribution  to  tho  death  rate. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  were  relatively  fewer  deaths  from  cancer 
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and  malignant  disease,  tuberculosis,  pregnancy  and  child  bearing 
and  most  of  the  commoner  acute,  infections.  The  numbers  of  deaths 
ascribed  to  other  defined  causes  correspond  roughly  v/itli  those 
previously  recorded, 

I have  again  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  the  con- 
sideration extended  to  me  throughout  the  year.  My  sincere  thanks 
are  also  due  to  Mr.  A.  H.  Sewell,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  his 
unfailing  support  and  assistance  in  all  matters  relating  to  the 
work  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  K.  BINGHAM. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


12th  September,  1950. 
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SECTION 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS, 


Area  (Land  and  Inland  Water)  in  acres  52,507 

Poioulation  at  Census,  1931  25,866 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident 

civilian  population  at  Mid-year,  194-9  31,  510 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of 

194-9 > according  to  the  Rate  Books  8,900 

Rateable  Value  (194-9)  £327,572 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  <£1,277 


TACJE^l^ 

The  area  and  population  at  the  1931  Census  of  the  various 
Parishes  comprising  the  Rural  District,  and  the  rateable  value 
of  each  Parish  at  the  end  of  194-9,  are  as  follows :- 


PARISHES 

AREA  IN 
ACRES 

RATEABLE  VALUE 
END  OF  194-9 

CENSUS  POPULATION 
OP  PARISHES  - aS 
RE -CONST ITUTEDo 

Bletchingley 

5,813 

£ 27,195 

2,A6l 

Bur stow 

4-,  750 

24-,  4-30 

1,905 

Che 1 sham 

2,703 

10,612 

1,209 

Crowhurst 

2,119 

2,110 

303 

Godstone 

5,670 

37,676 

3,102 

Horne 

3,932 

9,383 

852 

Limp  sf  i eld 

k,  673 

4-9,4-96 

3,167 

Lingfield 

9,239 

56, 829 

5,214- 

Nutf ield 

3,390 

22,909 

2,030 

Oxted 

3,658 

67,807 

3,799 

Tandridge 

3,267 

8,136 

736 

Tatsf ield 

1,304- 

9,26A 

925 

Titsey 

1,989 

. 

1,725 

163 

Totals 

j 

52,507 

£327,572 

1 

25,866 

1 
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TABLE  2 


EXTRACTS  PROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births : - 


Legitimate  Males  246  Females  205  Total  451 

Illegitimate  " 11  ft  6 " 17 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population: - 

14.8 

Do.  1948  15.7 

Do.  for  the  five  years  1944  to  1948  16.4 


Still  Births :- 


Legitimate  Males  5 Females  2 

Total 

7 

Illegitimate  "0  " 0 

f! 

0 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births:- 

14.7 

Do.  1948 

14.0 

Deaths  (Nett):- 

Males  187  Females  184 

Total 

i — i 

r^ 

Do.  1948  » 169  " 154 

?J 

323 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  ■population:- 

11.7 

Do.  1948 

10.3 

Do0  for  the  five  years  1944  to  1948 

11.3 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes:- 

Puerperal  sepsis 

Nil. 

Other  maternal  causes 

Nil. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year:- 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

32.0 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births 

31.0 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births 

58.8 

Deaths  from;- 

Cancer  (all  ages) 

50 

Measles  (all  ages) 

Nil. 

'Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Nil. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

2 

6 


TABLE  3 


OAUSUS  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  GODSTONE  RUfoJi  DISTRICT  DURING  1949. 


I , 

1 

Male 

Female 

Total 

j 1,.  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

0 

0 

0 

j 2.  Cerehro- spinal  fever 

1 

0 

1 

1 

I 

; 5.  Scarlet  fever 

0 

0 

0 

| 4.  Whooping  cough 

0 

0 

0 

j 5.  Diphtheria 

0 

1 

1 

i 6.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

I 

4 

i 

i 

i 

5 

j 7.  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

0 

0 

0 

8.  Syphilitic  diseases 

1 

1 

2 

j 9.  Influenza 

2 

2 

4 

10.  Measles 

0 

0 

0 

11.  Acute  polio-myelitis  and  polio- 
encephalitis 

0 

1 

1 

12,  Acute  infective  encephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

13.  Dancer  of  bucal  cavity  and  oesophagus 

1 

0 

1 

14.  Dancer  of  uterus 

0 

4 

4 

15.  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

4 

3 

7 

13.  Cancer  of  breast 

1 

1 

2 

17.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

20 

16 

36 

18.  Diabetes 

1 

3 

4 

19,  Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

17 

26 

43 

20.  Heart  disease 

61 

62 

123 

21.  Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

7 

10 

17 

22,  Bronchitis 

11 

5 

16 

23.  Pneumonia 

10 

8 

18 

24.  Other  respiratory  diseases 

2 

4 

6 

25.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duedenum 

2 

2 

4 

26.  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

1 

2 

27.  Appendicitis 

0 

0 

0 

23.  Other  digestive  diseases 

4 

1 

5 

29.  Nephritis 

1 7 

2 

9 

50.  Puerperal  & post-abortion  sepsis 

0 

0 

0 

31,  Other  maternal  causes 

0 

0 

0 

32,  Premature  birth 

3 

1 

4 

33,  Congenital  malformation,  birth  injury 
and  infantile  diseases 

I 5 

4 

; 

9 

54.  Suicide 

5 

1 

6 

35.  Road  traffic  accidents 

, 1 

3 

4 

36.  Other  violent  causes 

3 

5 

8 

37.  All  other  causes 

13 

16 

29 

TOTALS 

i 187 

184 

371 

7 
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TABLE  4. 


Birth  rates.  Civilian  Death  Rates 
and  Analysis  of  Mortality  in  the  year  1949, 


Rate  per  1,000  Population 

Births 

Live  Births 
Still  Births 
Deaths 

All  causes 

Typhoid  & Para- typhoid 
fevers 

Tuberculosis 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Influenza 
Smallpox 

Acute  Polio-myelitis 
and  Polioencephalitis 

Pneumonia 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births, 
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co  co 


16.7 

18.7 

18.0 

18.5 

14.8 

0.39 

0.47 

0.40 

0.37 

0.22 

11.7 

1 

12.5 

11.6 

12.2 

11.7 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0,00 

0.45 

0,52 

0.42 

0.52 

0.15 

0.01 

0.02 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.03  1 

i 

0.15 

0.15 

0.14 

0.11 

0.12  I 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00  ^ 

0.01 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

1 

0.03  ! 

1 

0.51 

0.56 

0.49 

0.59 

0.57  | 

1 

( 

32 

1 

37 

30 

„ 

32 

1 

3.0 

3.8 

2.4 

1.7 
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4.2 
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Total  Deaths  under  1 year 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  & 
enteritis  under  2 years 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Provision  of  Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation. 


Under  the  new  systc-n  of  administration,  the  isolation 
in  hospital  of  the  infectious  sick  is  a function  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board.  Cases  occurring  in  the  Rural  District  were  ad- 
mitted to  the  isolation  hospitals  at  Bletchingley  and  Reigate, 
though  patients  were,  on  occasion,  sent  to  isolation  hospitals  in 
other  parts  of  the  Region.  There  were  few  reports  of  delay  and 
difficulty  in  securing  the  admission  of  infectious  patients  to 
hospital,  which  had  not  infrequently  been  the  subject  of  complaint 
in  the  initial  stages  of  the  new  system. 

In  September  it  became  known  that  definite  plans  were 
being  formulated  for  the  reception  and  treatment  of  tropical  diseases, 
including  leprosy,  at  the  Reigate  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  which 
would  thereafter  cease  to  be  used  for  its  original  purpose.  The 
District  Council  accordingly  considered  the  possible  effect  of  this 
proposal  on  the  availability,  in  future,  of  hospital  accommodation 
for  infectious  diseases  occurring  in  their  area.  They  we re  re- 
minded that  local  resources  were  limited  to  the  isolation  hospitals 
at  Bletchingley,  Reigate  and  Dorking  which,  when  fully  in  operation, 
could  accommodate  a maximum  of  ninety-seven  patients.  These 
hospitals  were  intended  to  serve  a group  of  Sanitary  Districts 
having,  at  mid-year  1948,  a combined  population  of  145)000;  the 
loss  of  the  accommodation  at  Reigate  would  reduce  the  scale  of 
•provision  to  one  bed  for  every  3,000  of  the  population.  The  Council, 
were  advised  that  provision  on  this  scale,  unless  substantially 
augmented  by  resources  available  elsewhere  in  the  hospital  Region, 
would  be  totally  insufficient  for  the  possible  needs  of  the  com- 
bined Sanitary  Districts,  having  particular  regard  to  proposed 
building  development  in  the  districts  concerned  and  to  present-day 
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housing  conditions  which,  in  many  instances,  render  it  impracticable 
to  isolate  infectious  patients  satisfactorily  in  their  own  hones. 

It  was,  therefore,  decided 

1.  To  register  formal  objeotl :n  tm  the  proposal  and  to  represent 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  that  the  loss  of  isolation  hospital  accom- 
modation at  Reigate,  in  the  absence  of  adequate  alternative  -provision, 
would  seriously  embarrass  the  Council  In  discharging  their  statutory 
duties  in  connection  with  the  control  of  infectious  disease,  and, 

2.  To  seek  an  assurance  from  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  that, 
pending  the  provision  of  any  accommodation  that  might  be  necessary 
in  substitution  for  that  at  Reigate,  the  available  resources  of  the 
Region  would  be  sufficient  to  provide  adequately  for  the  anticipated 
isolation  hospital  needs  of  the  area. 

The  matter  was  fully  discussed  with  officers  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  and  an  assurance  was  riven  that  the  resources  available 
locally  are  adequate  to  meet  the  normal  needs  of  the  area  and  that 
exceptional  demands  could  eff eo Lively  be  satisfied  by  the  resources 
available  in  neighbouring  hospital  groups. 


TABLE  5 


CASES  OP  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 
NOTIFIED  IN  THE  GODSTONE  RURAL  DISTRICT 
DURING  THE  LEAR  1949.  
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DIPHTHERIA  IIMJITISATION . 


The  numbers  of  children  artificially  immunised  against 
diphtheria  during  the  year  are  as  f ollows : - 


Under  5 years 

392 

5-15  years 

325 

Total 

717 

In  addition*  re-inforcing  doses  of  diphtheria  pro- 
phylactic were  given  to  491  persons,  most  of  whom  were  school  entrants 
who  had  completed  a course  of  immunisation  three  or  four  years 
previously o 

Prom  the  records  available  in  the  Public  Health  Department, 
it  is  estimated  that  not  less  than  50.0  per  cent  of  children  under 
the  age  of  five  years,  and  48.0  per  cent  of  those  between  the  ages  of 
five  and  fifteen  years,  have  been  artificially  immunised  against 
diphtheria.  These  -proportions,  and  particularly  the  latter,  re- 
X^resent  a very  substantial  advance  on  those  computed  for  the  year 
1948,  possibly  in  consequence  of  the  extensive  pro;:paganda  conducted 
in  the  meantime  and  the  special  immunisation  sessions  arranged  at  the 
various  schools  for  the  initial  or  subsequent  treatment,  where  appro  - 
-priate,  of  school  children  who  were  found  to  be  inadequately  protected. 

The  records  are,  however,  incomplete  in  as  far  as  they 
relate  to  children  immunised  by  their  own  doctors  prior  to  the  5th 
July,  1948,  and  it  is  probable,  therefore,  that  the  proportion  of 
immunised  children  in  each  group  is  very  much  greater  than  that 
estimated.  Even  so,  it  is  doubtful  if  the  immunisation  state  of  the 
child  population  is  such  as  to  offer  an  effective  barrier  against 
the  dissemination  of  inf ection;  special  efforts  are,  accordingly, 
being  made  to  secure  the  immunisation  of  all  infants  shortly  before 
or  after  their  first  birthday  and  to  maintain  the  immunity  thus 
conferred  by  subsequent  re-inforcing  injections  at  appropriate 
intervals. 
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VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX. 


Vaccination  against  smallpox  is  not  at  present  undertaken 
at  the  County  Council's  Clinics  in  the  area.  Particulars  of  vacci- 
nations performed  by  private  medical  practitioners  during  the  year  are 
as  follows :- 

0-1  1 - A 5 - 1M  Over  15 

Year  Years  Years  Years 


Primary  Vaccination  86  98  5 2 

Re -Vaccination  - - 3 . 44 

The  number  of  infants  vaccinated  in  their  first  year  is 
equivalent  to  rather  less  than  20.0  per  cent  of  the  total  live  births 
accredited  to  the  Rural  District.  If  the  acceptance  rate  continues 
at  this  level,  the  district  will  in  time  become  specially  vulnerable  to 
attack  in  the  event  of  virulent  smallpox  being  introduced.  It  has  been 
empty  demonstrated  by  recent  experience  elsewhere  that  such  a possibility 
is  by  no  means  remote,  in  spite  of  the  vigilance  exercised  over 
travellers  arriving  in  this  country  from  areas  -where  smallpox  is 
prevalent  or  endemic.  The  expectation  that  infant  vaccination  would 
be  more  readily  accepted  in  the  absence  of  compulsion  v/ould  not  appear 
to  have  been  realised;  before  the  abolition  of  compulsory  poYrers, 

for  what  they  were  worth,  more  than  50.0  per  cent  of  infants  were 
successfully  vaccinated  in  their  first  year. 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Measles  serum  has  not  been  extensively  used  for  the  prevention 
or  attenuation  of  measles;  no  request  has  been  made  to  the  Public 
Health  Department  for  the  supply  of  immune  serum  for  the  total  or 
partial  immunisation  of  susceptible  measles  contacts. 

Vaccination  against  whooping  cough  is  not  at  present  offered 
at  the  County  Council  Clinics  in  the  area,  but  is  being  increasingly 
practised,  usua.lly  in  conjunction  with  diphtheria  prophylaxis,  by 
private  medical  practitioners.  It  is  considered  to  be  advisable  to 
defer  the  introduction  of  whooping  cough  vaccination  as  a public 
service  until  the  effioacy  of  the  available  immunising  agents  has 
been  more  definitely  established. 
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TABLE  7 


NEW  CASES  OP  TUBERCULOSIS,  AND  ALL  DEATHS  PROM  THE  DISEASE 
IN  THE  ARIL,  DURING  1949, 

CLASSIPIED  ACCORDING  TO  nGE , SEX  AND  TIFB  OF  DISEASE. 


Age  Periods 

NEYf 

CASES 

DE,:i. 

THS 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Re  spir  at  ory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

P. 

Mo 

P. 

M. 

! F* 
j 

M. 

Fo 

Under  1 year 

1 

i 

! 

i 

1-5  years 

- 

- 

. 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

i 

5-15  years 

- 

- 

5 

5 

“ 

- 

- 

j 

15-25  years 

3 

3 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

. 

1 

25-35  years 

8 

2 

1 

- 

- 

1 

35—4-5  years 

2 

3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

45-55  years 

3 

1 

- 

1 

1 

~ 

55-65  years 

1 

" 

- 

1 

1 

65  and  upwards 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

i 

I 

_ 1 

Totals 

18 

10 

5 

7 

*■ 

3 

- 

| 

i 

Totals  1948 

14 

12 

1 

r 

1/ 

6 

3 

! 

2 j 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


With  the  exception  of  the  parish  of  Tatsfield,  which 
obtains  its  supply  from  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board,  the  whole 
of  the  Rural  District  is  supplied  by  the  East  Surrey  Water  Company. 
The  water  is  derived  from  deep  borings  in  the  chalk,  said  is 
softened,  chlorinated  and  de -chlorinated  before  distribution  to 
consumers. 


The  supply  was  adequate  in  quantity  throughout  the  year. 
The  quality  of  the  water,  as  revealed  by  chemical  and  bacterio- 
logical examination  at  regular  interva.ls,  was  invariably  reported 
to  be  satisfactory.  Mo  action  was  necessarjr  in  respect  of  any 
form  of  contamination. 

Samples  of  the  water  before  and  after  treatment  are 
submitted  monthly  for  bacteriological  examination,  under  private 
arrangements  made  by  the  East  Surrey  Water  Company,  In  addition 
sanples  of  the  treated  water  are  examined  chemically  aid  bacterio- 
logically  about  forty  times  a year,  under  a rota  system  arranged 
by  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  districts  supplied  by  the 
Company:  samples  are  taken  in  each  district  at  stated  times,  and 

the  Analyst’s  reports  are  circulated  to  all  the  districts  concerned. 

The  estimo.ted  number  of  dwelling-houses  in  each  Parish 
supplied  from  the  public  water  mains  (direct  to  houses  and  by 
means  of  stand-pipes),  wells  and  rain-Y/ater  tanks  are  set  out 
in  Table  8.  The  population  supplied  under  each  heading  is  shown 
io  brackets. 
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TABLE  8. 


■ ■ ■ - — — - 

DIRECT  TO 
HOUSES 

STAND 

PIFES 

WELLS 

RAIN  WATER 
TANKS 

Bletchingley 

810 

16 

6 

1 ■ 

(2600) 

(64) 

(24) 

Burstow 

786 

7 

(2520) 

(28) 

Chelsham 

77 

1 

(269) 

( 4) 

Crowhurst 

95 

4 

(332) 

(16) 

Godstone 

1167 

12 

11 

(4250) 

(48) 

(44) 

Horne 

389 

6 

6 

(1255) 

(24) 

(24) 

Limpsfield 

1019 

2 

(3610) 

(8) 

Lingfield 

1599 

10 

7 

(5900) 

(40) 

(28) 

Nut field 

557 

17 

(1920) 

(68) 

Oxted 

1626 

3 

(6019) 

(12) 

Tandridge 

254 

4 

2 

(864) 

(16) 

(5) 

Tatsfield 

291 

70 

(880) 

(280) 

Titsey 

44 

2 

(150) 

. . 

(8) 

TOTALS 

8714 

(30539) 

70 

(280) 

46 

(181) 

70 

(280) 

DRAINAGE  & SEWERAGE . 


During  1949  two  sewer  extensions  were  carried  out  at:- 

Kings  Cross  Lane,  South  Nuffield. 
Racecourse  Road,  Dormansland. 

The  number  of  houses  connected  thereto  totalled  16. 
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SECTION  II. 


(sanitary  inspection) 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  IE.  A.  H.  SEWELL,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.-i, 


General  Inspections 
Re-inspections 

Inspections  under  Housing  Acts 
Re - i nspec t i ons 

Rural  Housing  Survey  - No.  of  inspections 
Drainage  Inspections 
Inspections  of  Slaughter  Houses 
Inspections  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds 
Mile  Samples  (Farms) 

(a)  No.  of  samples  satisfied  Meth.  Blue  and  B.  Coli  exam.  29 

(b)  " " " failed  " " " " » 4 

(c)  " " " passed  biological  exam.  53 

(d)  " " ” failed  " " Nil 

Total  number  of  farm  milk  samples  taken. 

Milk  Samples  (School) 

(a)  No,  of  samples  satisfied  Meth.  Blue  and  B.  Coli  exam.  47 

(b)  i!  " " failed  " " " " " 7 

(c)  " " " passed  biological  exam.  53 

(d)  " " " failed  " ” 1 

Total  number  of  school  milk  samples  taken. 

Inspections  of  Bakehouses 
Inspections  of  Food  Premises 
Inspections  of  Factories  and  Workshops 
Inspections  of  Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

Inspections  under  Petroleum  Acts  and  Regulations 
Drains  Water  tested 
Notices  served 

(a)  Informal 

(b)  Statutory 

Complaints  received 
Samples  of  Water  tested 

Samples  of  drinking  water  submitted  for  Bacterial  and/or 
C hem:i  c al  Analy  si  s 

Number  of  cesspools  cleansed 

Number  of  loads  removed  from  cesspools 

Disinfection  of  premises 

Complaints  of  Rat  Infestations  received  and  investigated 
Rat  Infestations  dealt  with  by  Public  Health  Department 


1,277 

837 

273 

522 

716 

267 

30 

1 


33 


54 

48 

303 

66 

130 

20 

108 

258 

34 

302 

7 

39 

783 

1,225 

22 

121 

86 
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Carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  during  the  year  1949  as  a 
result  of  notices  served. 


TABU!  9o 


Internal  repairs  to  plaster  etc.  carried  out.  64 
Defective  window  frames  repaired.  11 
Dampness  in  walls  remedied „ 39 
Dampness  in  solid  floors  remedied.  8 
Defective  roofs  repaired.  29 
Fire  grates  repaired.  9 
Cooking  ranges  repaired.  11 
Sinks  repaired  or  supplied.  4 
Sink  waste  pipes  repaired.  6 
Rain  water  pipes  repaired.  15 
Eaves  gutters  provided  or  repaired.  15 
Wood  floors  repaired.  16 
Hard  paving  provided.  2 
Drains  cleared.  10 
Dustbins  provided  37 
Flushing  cisterns  to  ¥ .01 s repaired.  3 
Defective  "coppers"  repaired.  4 
Ventilated  food  stores  provided.  4 
Connections  to  sewer.  1 
Filter  teds  repaired.  14 
Water  service  pipes  repaired.  4 
Water  service  laid  on.  5 
Overflow  from  cesspool  cut  off.  15 
Defective  external  walls  repaired.  4 
Defective  chimneys  repaired.  4 
Pail  closet  structures  repaired.  2 
W.G,-  pans  provided.  6 
Wo Co  structures  repaired.  10 
Defective  doors  repaired.  4 
Walls  and  ceilings  decorated.  73 
Dr ainingb cards  provided.  3 
Wells  covered.  2 
Manhole  covers  provided.  3 
Fresh  air  inlets  provided.  4 
Sashcords  renewed.  14 
Refuse  removed  or  covered.  9 
Window  arches  repaired.  3 
Glazing  made  gooa.  ' 6 
Ditches  cleared.  7 
Window  Fastners  provided.  4 
W®0.  seats  provided,  6 
Cooking  range  flue  pipes  provided.  2 
Window  glazing  putty  renewed.  12 
Dry  rot  remedied.  4 
Ventilation  to  W.C.  provided.  3 
Ballastrade  railings  provided.  3 
Fire  bib  cks  provided,  8 
Fireplace  surrounds  repaired,  5 
Gully  surrounds  repaired.  8 
Rat  infestations  dealt  with.  86 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds, 

New  and  improved  drainage  provided.  2 . 
New  cowsheds  constructed.  2 
Yards  improved.  2 
light  and  ventilation  improved.  1 
Cooling  dairies  improved.  1 
Accumulation  of  manure  removed.  2 
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SECTION  III. 


HOUSING. 
TABLE  10 


1,  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  194-9  ° 

(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling' -houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 


Acts).  314- 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose.  62 A 

(ii)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling -houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (i)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 

under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations 

1925  and  1932).  85 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose.  192 

(iii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  8 


(iv)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 

not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 

human  habitation.  129 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  its  Officers.  70 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  3^ear. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9>  10  and  16  of  the 

~ Housing  Act,  1936; 


(i) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs. 

22 

(ii) 

Number  of  dwelling -houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  by  owners. 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners. 

Ik 

2 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act: 

(i) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied. 

12 

(ii) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  by  owners. 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners. 

12 

Nil 
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C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 

19357 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling -houses  in  respect  of 
which  Demolition  orders  were  made„ 

J (ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  orders, 

(iii)  Number  of  undertakings  not  to  relet, 

"Woodcot",  Woodcock  Hill,  Pelbridge. 

"Dyne  House  Farm",  Lingfield0  (1) 

"Buda  Bungalow,  Smallfield.  (l) 

Station  Bungalow,  Oxted,  (1) 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936, 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made.  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 


rendered  fit. 

Nil 

Rural  nous 

ing  Survey, 

(a) 

Number  of  houses  inspected. 

716 

(b) 

Number  of  houses  placed  in  the  various 
categories : - 

Category  1 = 

372 

Category  2 = 

47 

Category  3 = 

181 

Category  4 = 

72 

Category  5 = 

44 

2 

2 

4 


The  s irve5r  was  completed  during  the  yca.r  with  the  exception 
of  a number  of  properties  to  which  access  could  not  be  obtained  at  the 
time  of  the  survey  inspections.  The  number  of  such  properties  is 
very  small,  and  it  is  hoped  that  these  will  be  included  in  the  final 
report  which  is  in  course  of  preparation, 

3.  Houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise, 

Number  of  houses  completed  in  1949  . . . „ . , „ „ , 27 
Houses  replaced  as  the  result  of  war  damage,,  ,,,  1 

Total  28 
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SECTION  IV 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1957. 


The  factories  on  the  Register  of  the  Local  Authority 
are  as  follows : - 


TABLE  11 


Non- 

Mechanical 

Power 

Mechanical 

Power 

Total 

Agricultural  Engineers 

3 

0 

3 

Aircraft  Repairs 

1 

0 

1 

Bakeries 

12 

5 

17 

B andag  e Ivlanuf  ac  t ur  e r s 

- 

1 

1 

Boot  Repairing 

2 

1 

3 

Brass  Finishing 

1 

0 

1 

Brick  Making 

4 • 

0 

4 

Builders 

1 

12 

13 

Cabinet  Makers 

2 

0 

2 

Chemical  Manufacturers 

1 

0 

1 

Cigarette  Factory 

1 

0 

1 

Cleaners  and  Dyers 

1 

0 

1 

Coach  Builders 

1 

1 

2 

Cycle  Repairers 

1 

1 

2 

Dressmaking 

1 

1 

2 

Electrical  Engineering 

1 

2 

3 

Fire  Extinguishers 

1 

0 

1 

Firewood  Cutting 

1 

0 

1 

Flour  Milling 

4 

0 

4 

Fullers  Earth  Works 

2 

0 

2 

French  Chalk  Grinders 

1 

0 

1 

Gas  Works 

3 

0 

3 

Grass  Drying 

1 

0 

1 

Jewellers 

0 

3 

3 

Joinery 

4 

2 

6 

Launderies 

1 

5 

G 

Light  Engineering  Works 

3 

1 

4 

Motor  Repairers 

15 

9 

24 

Plumbers 

0 

1 

1 

Printers 

2 

0 

2 

Projection  Room 

1 

0 

1 

Corn  Provenders 

1 

0 

1 

Saddlery 

0 

2 

2 

Sawmills 

3 

0 

3 

Stonemason 

0 

1 

1 

Smithies 

2 

3 

5 

Tile  and  Concrete 

2 

- 

2 

Tailoring 

0 

5 

5 

Upholstery 

0 

1 

1 

Van  Builders 

0 

1 

1 

Whe  e lwright s 

1 

0 

1 

— 

— _ 

81 

58 

139 
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The  following  Table  indicating  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year 
1949  in  connection  with  the  inspection  of  factories,  is  submitted  in 
accordance  with  Section  128  of  the  Act:- 

INSPECTIONS, 


Number 

Number  of 

1 

Premises 

on 

Register 

_ 

Inspections 



Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

1.  Factories  in  which  Section 
1,2, 3,4  & 6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 

Authorities 

65 

43 

6 

Nil 

2.  Factories  not  included  in  1, 
to  which  Section  7 applies 

(a)  Subject  to  the  Local 
Authorities  (Transfer  of 

Erf  crcer.ient  Order,  1938) 

(b)  Others 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

3.  Other  premises  under  the 

Act  (excluding  outworkers' 
premises) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTAL 

65 

,5 

6 

Nil 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  ;7ERE  FOUND. 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
were  found 

defects 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

. 

Referred 

j To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

‘Inspector  ! Inspector 

which  pros- 
ecutions 
were  insti- 
tuted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l.) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Overcrowding  ( S . 2 . ) 

1 

tf 

1 

tf 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3.) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

ft 

l 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4.) 

1 

1 

. 

i 

tf  1 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6.) 

Nil 

Nil 

" 

Nil 

.. 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 
(a^  insufficient 

1 

1 

¥1 

1 

" 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defect- 
ive 

Nil 

Nil 

ff 

Nil 

ti 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

ti 

1 

it  ! 

1 

Other  Offences  (not  includ- 
ing offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

. 2 

2 

t¥ 

2 

! 

tt 

1 

TOTAL 

6 

4 

Nil 

6 

Nil 
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One  list  of  outworkers  was  received  referring  to  nine 
permises  situated  within  the  G-odstone  Rural  District  wherein 
X^oople  'were  engaged  on  the  manufacture  of  lamp-shades.  In  each 
case  home  conditions  were  quite  satisfactory  and  no  exception 
could  he  taken  to  the  conditions  under  which  the  work  was  being 
carried  out. 


FIRE  PRECAUTIONS  (Section  34). 

Under  this  section  of  the  Factories  Act  the  Local 
Authority  is  required  to  issue  Fire  Precaution  Certificates  to 
factories  coming  under  certain  definitions,  i.e. 

(a)  Where  more  than  twenty  persons  are  employed. 

(b)  If  more  than  ten  persons  are  employed  on  any 

floor  above  the  ground  floor  of  the  building. 

(c)  Where  more  than  ten  persons  are  employed  above  the 

first  floor  of  the  building  or  more  than  twenty 

feet  above  ground  level. 

(d)  Persons  employed  in  a building  under  or  in  which 

highly  inflammable  materials  are  stored  or  used. 

Ten  factories  situated  within  the  G-odstone  Rural  District 
come  within  these  categories  and  have  all  been  re-inspected  during 
the  year.  Seven  of  them  were  found  to  be  adequately  provided  with 
fire  fighting  equipment,  and  with  the  necessary  means  to  enable  the 
occupants  to  reach  safety  in  the  minimum  tine  in  the  event  of  fire. 

Three  of  the  factories  required  modifications  to  their 
buildings  and  these  were  all  carried  out  satisfactorily. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

Shop  inspections  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year 
and  the  register  amended  in  accordance  with  the  information 
obtained.  In  the  majoritjr  of  cases  the  proprietors  of  shop 
premises  are  only  too  willing  to  co-operate  with  the  Council’s 
Officers  in  complying  with  the  various  provisions  of  this  Act. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

During  the  year  the  usual  refuse  collection  services 
were  maintained  and  approximately  eighty  tons  of  refuse  per  week 
•w. e taken  to  the  Council's  tip,  situated  at  G-odstone,  for  disposal. 

The  disposal  of  this  refuse  gave  rise  to  some  difficulty 
in  the  early  autumn.  The  percentage  of  tins  in  the  refuse  collected 
during  the  summer  was  very  high  and  the  sinkage  of  the  tip  surface  was 
mere  noticeable  than  usual,  with  the  result  that  vehicles  had  great 
difficulty  in  traversing  the  made-up  ground  in  order  to  reach  the 
tip  face.  This  condition  at  the  tip  was  more  marked  than  in 
previous  years  and,  of  course,  bears  out  the  information  obtained 
Ly  observation  that  the  refuse  collected  to-day  contains  anything 
up  to  L.0%  more  tins  than  was  the  case  a few  years  ago. 


24, 


0 * 


Rat  infestations  to  the  tip  were  confined  to  one  small 
colony  of  rats  which  were  soon  dealt  with.  In  the  main,  however, 
this  refuse  tip  is  almost  completely  free  from  these  vermin. 

In  December  a new  Dennis  10  cubic  yard  refuse  collection 
vehicle  was  delivered  to  the  Council  by  the  manufacturers  and  this 
was  put  into  service  in  order  to  replace  an  old  vehicle  which  had 
seen  some  ten  years'  service. 

The  expansion  of  the  refuse  collection  service  to  include 
the  whole  district  in  a comprehensive  collection  has  been  con- 
sidered by  the  Council  from  time  to  time  and  is  in  fact  constantly 
under  review.  Present  circumstances,  however,  particular l3r  with 
regard  to  the  shortage  of  vehicles  and  labour;,  render  the  immediate 
prospects  of  a complete  collection  in  all  parts  of  the  district 
unlikely  for  a few  years.  The  residential  and  congested  areas 
acre,  in  the  main,  adequately  dealt  with  under  the  Council's  present 
scheme . 

With  regard  to  the  collection  of  salvage,  waste  paper  is 
still  being  bo.led  and  sent  to  the  paper  mill  for  re-pulping. 


CESSPOOL  CLEANSING  „ 

The  Council  operate  a service ■ of  cesspool  cleansing  which 
is  "by  request".  A charge  of  15/-  per  750  gallon  load  is  made 
which  does  not  cover  the  cost  of  the  work.  There  is  a feeling  that 
cesspool  cleansing  should  be  a charge  on  the  whole  of  the  district 
but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  properties  drained  into 
cesspools  are  assessed  at  a lower  rate  than  equivalent  properties 
more  favourably  situated  with  regard  to  main  drainage,  and  the  fixing 
of  a nominal  charge  for  the  work  does  ensure  that  the  service  is  not 
abused  in  any  way.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  deficit  incurred  in 
running  the  service  is  spread  over  the  district  as  c.  whole. 

In  the  main  this  system  works  very  well  and  is  undoubtedly 
instrumental  in  mitigating  nuisances  which  arise  from  overflowing 
cesspools. 


During  the  year  191-9  one  cesspool  cleansing  vehicle  was 
employed  on  this  v/ork  and  it  wras  found  that  the  number  of  requests 
for  emptyings  steadily  increased  throughout  the  year  with  the  result 
that  the  Council  intend  to  put  into  service  a.s  soon  a.s  possible  a 
further  vehicle. 

The  number  of  cesspools  cleansed  during  the  year  amounted 
to  783  and  this  entailed  the  removal  of  1,225  loads. 
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SALVAGE  COLLECTION, 


■ •■■■ 


SECTION  V. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 


The  Surrey  County  Council  is  the  Authority  responsible  for 
the  sampling  of  foodstuffs,  and  the  following  list  is  a record  of 
the  samples  and  action  taken  within  the  Godstone  Rural  District. 

In  addition  a return  of  the  samples  submitted  and  analysed  through- 
out the  County  for  191-9,  is  appended. 

SAMPLES  AND  ACTION  TAKEN 
WITHIN  THE 

GODSTONE  RURAL  DISTRICT 


1 ♦ 

1 

[ 

1 

Analysed 

Adulterated 

Irregular 

or 

Prose- 

Convic- 

Articles 

i 

Formal 

In- 

formal 

Total 

Formal 

In- 

formal 

Total 

cutions 

tions 

! 

s'  Milk' 

1 

102 

36 

138 

17 

1 

18 

i Bacon 

i 

1 

1 

Biscuits 

1 

1 

Butter 

1 

1 

1 

! Cheese 
j 

1 

1 

1 

| Cider 

2* 

2 

I 

Condensed 

milk 

1 

! 

1 

Confectionery 

l 

1 

1 

Cooking  Fat 

1 

1 

Ice  Cream 

3 

3 

Margarine 

1 

1 

1 

Sugar 

1 

1 

Tea 

| 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

105 

i 

A8 

153 

i.  . 

1 

. 

18 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT ,1938 


RETURN  OF  SAMPEES  ANALYSED  DURING  I DDR  1949. 


Articles 

i - 

Analysed 

1 

| 

Adulterated 

Irregular 

or 

Prose- 

Convic- 

1 

cutions 

tions 

i 

In- 

: : 

In- 

: Formal 

formal 

j Total 

j Formal 

formal 

i Total 

1 

FTIONED  FOOD: 

i 

! 

i 

ilk 

i 

| 1162 

311 

! 1A73 

112 

15 

127 

6 

6 

aeon 

A 

! A 

atter 

5 

aeese 

; 

3 

3 

ooking  Fat 

2 

5 

7 

"1 

1 

argarine 

A 

A 

sat 

A 

A 

agar 

1 

A 

5 

3 a 

A 

A 

IHER  FOOD: 

pple  puree 

1 

i 1 

pple  puree  with  sugar 

3 

3 

2 

2 

pple  sauce  with  sugar 
pple,  sieved,  with 

1 

J. 

: 

\ 

i 

sugar 

1 

1 

pple  tart 

1 

1 

iking  powder 

1 

J. 

arley  meal 

1 

1 

ser 

1 

J. 

iscuits 

2 

2 

ake 

6 

A 

10 

ake  mixture 

1 

1 

alves'  feet  jelly 

1 

1 

anembert  cheese 

1 

1 

arre  de  l’est 

1 

i 

hocolate,  drinking 

2 

2 

A 

tiocolate  spread 

2 

O 

ider 

3 

5 

8 

3 

3 

ocoa 

1 

1 

? 

i 

of  fee 

1 

2 

3 

offee  essence 

1 

1 

of  fee  extract 

1 

1 

ondensed  milk 

2 

2 

onfectionery 

2 

8 

10 

3 

3 

ooking  fat 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

(unrationed) 

1 

ream  cheese 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

astard  powder 

1 

3 

A 

assert  powder 

1 

1 

ffervescing  powder 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

! 

i 

ssence  of  anchovy 

2 

2 

lavouring 

1 

1 

lour  mixture 

1 

1 

ruit,  canned 
ruit  drink  powder 

2 

2 

and  tablets 
ruit  juice  and 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

syrup 

3 

3 

elatine 

1 

A 

5 

lace  cherries 

1 i 

1 

oats  cream 

1 

2 | 

3 

rape  jelly 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

tround  ginger 

1 

1 

arried  Forward 

1203 

A02 

! j 

1605  | 

i 

121 

22 

j 

1A3 

7 | 

1 

i 

7 

i 

i 
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Articles 

i 

! Analysed 

j Adulterated 
! Irregular 

or 

T 

Prose- 

cutions 

i 

jConvic- 

I tions 

1 

i 

j Formal 

i In- 
; formal 

Total 

; 

Formal 

In- 

formal 

1 

| Total 

Brought  forward 

1203 

4-02 

1005 

121 

22 

j 143 

7 

7 

OTFTR  FOOD  (Cont’d) 

I 

5 

5 

i 

! 

Teg  cream 

33 

13 

45 

1 

Jam 

7 

6 

13 

Jelly  and  jelly 

i 

crystals 

3 

| 

1 

i Marmalade 

3 

3 

1 

1 

| 

Meat,  cooked  and 

prepared 

5 

4 

9 

I 

1 

2 

Leaf  paste 

2 

2 

4 

1 

| 

Heat  pies 

9 

3 

H O 

1 

1 

13.21:,  dried 

i_ 

1 

1 

1 

Mill;  pudding,  full 

cream 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Mint,  dried 

1 

1 

Mon-alccholic  wines 

9 

7 

J 

12 

7 

2 

9 

5 

4 (l 

Olive  oil 

2 

2 

\ 

l 

Di smiss- 

feel,  cut  mixed 

I 

1. 

ed  under 

Pepper 

2 

2 

Probe- 

Peppermints 

1 

1 

tion  of 

Fickle s 

1 

1 

Off en- 

Potato  crisps 

1 

1 

ders 

Prunes 

1 

1 

Act) 

Saccharin  and 

sweetening  tablets 

1 

13 

14 

J. 

1 

Sage  and  onion 

j 

stuffing 

1 

l 

S had  cream,  dressing 

and  mayonnaise 

7 

21 

23 

2 

2 

Qnr  - o 
or 

3 

3 

5 

• 

1 

Sausage  meat 

19 

2 

21 

1 

\ 

2 

Sausage  rolls 

1 

1 

Sausages 

15 

2 

17 

p 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Sausages,  savoury 

1 

1 

Sild,  canned 

2 

2 

Scff  drinks 

9 

11 

20 

Scum 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Spirits 

18 

7 

25 

\ 

Suet 

1 

“1 

i 

| 

S.::  evened  fat 

5 

1 

6 

j 

Tinegar 

2 

2 

1 

Fine 

i 

± 

1 l 

Yogkourt 

1 

i ! 

1 

i 

muss ; 

f 

1 

j 

Lagestive  tablets 

1 

j 

j 

hr com  salts 

1 

1 

1 

i 

litres  b of  Hamamelis 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

C lycerine 

1 

,4 

I 

! 

Gripe  mixture 

1 

| 

Iodised  blood  mixture 

1 i 

~i 

i 

j 

Licuid  paraffin 

4 i 

4 

i 

\ 

Pea  bo  phosphates 

1 

I 

i 

Vcgotab.le  laxatives 

1 

1 

! 

Vitamin  tonic 

1 

1 

T itamlnised  cereal 

! 

1 

i 

;prod.uo  t 

1 

I 

i 

j 

fisch  ha s el 

1 

i 

i 

1 

} 

r 

i 

\ 

| 

JSee  j 

TOTALS 

1355 

533  | 

1888 

133 

33 

166 

! 

\ 

13  ! 

above ) | 

— . - . ■ — - i 
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ICE  CREAM  o 


There  are  53  persons  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice 
cream  from  premises  approved  by  the  Local  Authority.  Two  of 
these  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  and  are 
equipped  with  modern  plant. 

Samples  taken  during  the  year  have  shown  that  the  ice 
cream  is  suitable  for  sale  to  the  public. 

There  "would  appear  to  be  a genuine  desire  on  the  part 
of  all  these  people  to  observe  cleanliness  in  the  handling  of 
this  product. 


SECTION  VI. 

' Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food, 
(a)  MILK.  SUPPLY. 


Up  to  the  1st  October,  1949,  when  the  new  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations  came  into  force,  there  were  124  wholesale 
cowkeepers,  94  retail  cowkeepers  and  21  purveyors  on  the  register. 

As  from  the  1st  October,  however,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
took  over  the  registration  of  all  dairy  farmers  and  the  Council 
only  registered  persons  trading  from  premises  other  than  a dairy 
farm.  In  effect  this  means  that  within  the  Godstone  Rural  District 
there  are  now  19  persons  registered  as  dairymen  or  milk  distri- 
butors. 


Milk  sampling  is  still  carried  out  by  the  Council  at 
dairy  premises  but  not  on  the  farms  and,  of  course,  samples  are 
taken  at  regular  intervals  from  all  the  schools  in  the  district. 

(b)  FOOD  INSPECTION. 


The  following  brief  summary  of  foodstuffs  found  during 
the  year  1949  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  is  appended: - 


Shell  eggs. 

1,582 

Fish. 

534  lbs. 

Tinned  meat. 

2,400  lbs. 

Fish  cakes. 

72 

Honey 

2 lbs. 

Evaporated  milk. 

22  tins. 

Pigs. 

2 carcases  complete. 

Turkeys. 

6 

Chicken. 

65 

Meat. 

923  lbs. 

Sweetf at. 

56  lbs. 

Sausages. 

89  lbs. 
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Pickles 


8 ^ars. 


Sugar , 


40  lbs. 


In  September  19 49  the  Council  adopted  a standard  for 
application  to  premises  seeking  registration  for  the  manufacture 
for  sale  of  preserved  food  etc.  This  standard  follows  closely 
the  provisions  of  Section  13  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
with  somewhat  more  detail  in  regard  to  the  structural  condition 
of  the  premises  to  be  so  used,  and  also  in  regard  to  the  provision 
of  sanitary  accommodation  and  hand  washing  facilities. 


SIAUGKTE?  HOUSES. 

The  number  of  private  slaughter  houses  licensed  during 
the  year  is  16.  Of  these  6 are  on  the  list  of  the  Ministry  of 
Pood  for  the  slaughter  of  privately  owned  pigs.  This  is,  of  course, 
a much  better  arrangement  for  dealing  with  these  animals,  and  right 
from  the  start  of  the  private  slaughtering  of  pigs  by  owners,  and 
pig  clubs,  the  Council's  Officers  have  always  advised  and,  where 
possible,  insisted  on  pigs  being  removed  to  a proper  slaughter- 
house in  order  to  not  only  prevent  unnecessary  suffering  but  also 
to  ensure  that  the  carcase  is  dealt  with  under  reasonably  clean 
conditions. 


Situated  at  Pelbridge  there  is  one  licensed  Knacker's 
Yard  which  is  subjected  to  regular  inspections  and  is  maintained  in 
a reasonably  satisfactory  manner. 


aCCTION  VII  .4 

THE  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949° 

The  above  act,  which  supercedes  the  Rats  and  Mice 
(Destruction)  Act,  1919?  came  into  force  on  the  30th  July,  1949° 

This  Act  gives  considerably  more  power  to  Local  Authorities  in 
the  control  of  rat  infestations  within  their  district. 

Rats  and  nice  infestations  dealt  with  during  the  jQ(xr  are 
summarised  in  Table  12.  The  poisons  used  were  zinc  phosphide, 
arsenic  and  red  squill.  A certain  amount  of  gassing  was  also 

carried  out  by  the  use  of  hydrogen  cyanide  in  powder  form.  Traps 
were  also  successfully  used  on  a number  of  occasions. 

It  is  estimated  that  a total  of  865  rats  v/ere  destroyed 
by  these  methods. 


TAPLE  12 


Rats 

Mice 

Number  of  complaints  received  from 
members  of  the  public  during  1949° 

112 

9 

Number  of  complaints  from  members  of  the 
public  investigated. 

100 

9 

Number  found  not  to  be  infested 

23 

0 
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Rats 

Mice 

Number  of  premises  found  to  be  infested 
as  a result  of  independent  investigation. 

9 

0 

Number  of  infested  premises  treated  during 

1949. 

77 

9 

Number  of  infested  premises  successfully 
cleared  during  1949. 

75 

9 

Number  of  premises  which  required  further 
treatment. 

10 

0 

Complaints  awaiting  investigation  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

12 

0 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  (infestation  Branch) 
requested  that  further  tests  should  he  made  of  all  the  sewers 
in  the  district  and  as  a result  two  minor  rat  infestations  were 
found.  These  were  effectively  dealt  with  by  the  Council's 
Rodent  Officer. 
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